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Introduction: Defining the Mountain of Many Names 
 
The historical landscape of northern Syria is dominated by a highland region known by many 
names, each a testament to the layers of culture, faith, and politics that have defined it for 
millennia. The initial query for "Mount Lelun" presents a toponymic challenge, as the name 
could refer to several geographically distinct locations, including Lulin Mountain in Taiwan, 
Leenaun Hill in Ireland, or Loon Mountain in the United States.1 However, extensive analysis of 
historical, archaeological, and paleontological records definitively identifies "Lelun" as the 
Kurdish name for a prominent mountain in the Aleppo Governorate of northern Syria.4 This 
highland is more widely known by its Arabic name, 
Jabal Sim'an, and its historical Greco-Roman name, Mount Simeon.5 

The etymology of "Lelun" itself offers a window into the region's indigenous culture and 
environment. The name may derive from the Kurdish "LeLun," referring to the bitter, unripe 
olive fruit; "LeyLan," meaning a mirage; or "Lulan," signifying a twisting or crescent shape, an 
apt description of the mountain's western form.4 This intimate connection between the name, 
the landscape, and the region's primary agricultural product—the olive—underscores the 
deep cultural roots of the toponym. The name's significance is further cemented in the 
modern era through the establishment of the Lelun Association for Victims, an organization 
founded by displaced people from the Afrin region, and the scientific naming of an Eocene 
fossil turtle, 
Syriemys lelunensis, in honor of the mountain where it was discovered.6 

This report provides a comprehensive history of this multifaceted mountain before the year 
2010. It traces its story from its geological formation and deep past through its rise as a 
center of ancient empires, its transformation into a global beacon of the Christian faith, its 
consolidation as a heartland of Kurdish culture, and its redefinition in the crucible of 
20th-century geopolitics. To navigate this complex history, the following tables provide 
essential context on the mountain's nomenclature and a chronological overview of its key 
historical periods. 
Table 1: Nomenclature of Mount Lelun/Simeon 
 



Name Language/Origin Meaning/Significance Historical 
Context/Period of Use 

Mount Lelun / Laylūn Kurdish "Bitter olive," "mirage," 
or "crescent-shaped" 4 

Indigenous Kurdish 
name for the highland 
4 

Jabal Sim'an Arabic "Mountain of Simeon" 5 Dominant Arabic name, 
referencing the 
Christian saint 

Mount Simeon English / Greek "Mountain of Simeon" 5 Historical name used in 
Western and Byzantine 
sources 

Kurd-Dagh Turkish / Kurdish "Kurd Mountain" 9 Broader regional name 
used in Ottoman and 
modern contexts 

Jabal al-`Uruba Arabic "Mountain of Arabism" 
9 

Official name imposed 
by a 1977 Syrian 
government decree 

Table 2: Chronological Timeline of the Mount Simeon Region (Pre-2010) 
 
Period/Dates Key Rulers/Powers Major Events & Developments 
Eocene Epoch N/A Formation of the Limestone 

Massif; habitat of Syriemys 
lelunensis 6 

Neolithic (c. 8000 BC) N/A Earliest known human 
settlement in the broader 
Aleppo region 10 

Bronze/Iron Age (c. 
1300-740 BC) 

Syro-Hittite Kingdoms, 
Assyrians 

Construction and use of the 
Ain Dara Temple 12; Luwian 
cultural presence evidenced 
by the Afrin Stele 13 

Hellenistic/Roman (333 BC - 
395 AD) 

Seleucid Empire, Roman 
Empire 

Region named Beroea; period 
of stability and agricultural 
prosperity 

Byzantine Era (395 - c. 637 
AD) 

Byzantine Empire Life of Saint Simeon Stylites (c. 
390-459 AD) 15; Construction 
of the monumental Qala'at 
Semaan pilgrimage center (c. 
476-491 AD) 16 

Early Islamic Era (c. 637 - 
1100 AD) 

Rashidun, Umayyad, Abbasid, 
Hamdanid, Seljuk Caliphates 

Arab conquest of Syria 18; 
decline of pilgrimage; 
fortification of Qala'at Semaan 



19 

Ayyubid/Mamluk (c. 1183 - 
1516) 

Ayyubid Dynasty, Mamluk 
Sultanate 

Rule under the Kurdish 
Ayyubid dynasty; Mongol 
invasions 10 

Ottoman Era (1516 - 1918) Ottoman Empire Region becomes part of the 
Vilayet of Aleppo; 
consolidation of the 
Kurd-Dagh as a 
semi-autonomous Kurdish 
tribal region 10 

French Mandate (1920 - 
1946) 

French Republic Drawing of the Syria-Turkey 
border (1923), dividing the 
Kurd-Dagh and isolating Afrin 
13 

Modern Syria (1946 - 2009) Syrian Arab Republic Arabization policies; official 
renaming of the mountain to 
Jabal al-`Uruba (1977) 9; region 
remains a center of Kurdish 
culture and olive production 

 

Part I: The Deep Past - Land, Gods, and Early Empires 
 
The history of Mount Simeon is written first in stone. Its geological foundation, tectonic 
setting, and paleontological record created the stage upon which all subsequent human 
drama would unfold. Long before it was the mountain of a saint, it was a landscape shaped by 
marine deposition and seismic forces, home to ancient life, and later, a vibrant nexus of 
Bronze and Iron Age civilizations. The physical characteristics of the land are not merely a 
backdrop to its history but a fundamental force that shaped its resources, its sacred sites, and 
its strategic importance. 
 
Chapter 1: The Geological Foundation: A Landscape of Limestone and 
Faults 

 
Mount Simeon is a prominent feature within the Limestone Massif of northwestern Syria, a 
sprawling highland region celebrated for its remarkable collection of well-preserved ancient 
settlements, often called the "Dead Cities".5 The massif itself is a karst formation, defined by 
the native bluish-grey limestone that dominates its geology.19 This stone was the essential 
resource for the region's inhabitants, an omnipresent and easily workable material that gave 
rise to the enduring architecture of both its pagan temples and its Christian monasteries. 



The geological history of Syria is characterized by a thick sequence of marine sedimentary 
rocks, deposited over hundreds of millions of years when the region formed the northern 
passive continental margin of Gondwana, bordering the ancient Tethys Ocean.25 The 
limestone that defines the massif was laid down during the Mesozoic and Cenozoic eras, with 
significant deposits occurring in the Jurassic, Cretaceous, Paleocene, and Eocene periods.25 
This long process of marine deposition created the raw material for the landscape seen today. 
This landscape, however, is not static. The region is tectonically active, situated on the 
northern part of the Arabian Plate, a critical juncture defined by the convergence with the 
Eurasian Plate to the north and bounded by major, active fault systems.27 The Dead Sea Fault 
System (DSFS) to the west and the East Anatolian Fault System (EAFS) to the north create a 
complex and dynamic tectonic environment.27 

Directly impacting Mount Simeon is the St. Simeon Fault (SSF), an active fault zone 
estimated to be between 80 and 114 kilometers long. This left-lateral strike-slip fault runs from 
the Al Ghab Depression in a northeasterly direction, linking the tectonic structures of the 
Levant with those of eastern Anatolia.32 The Sim'an Ridge, the very ground upon which the 
famous monastery was built, is a block of land caught between two branches of this active 
fault. The physical evidence of this geological dynamism is etched into the historical 
structures themselves. Detailed archaeoseismological studies of the Church of Saint Simeon 
at Qala'at Semaan have revealed a curious architectural anomaly: the eastern wing of the 
cruciform church is deflected northward by an angle of 3 to 9 degrees. While this could be 
interpreted as an intentional design choice, the presence of the active fault suggests a more 
compelling explanation. This curvature is likely the result of seismic deformation—either a 
sudden co-seismic shift during an earthquake or a gradual post-seismic creep—within the 
intra-fault block.32 This connection demonstrates a profound reality: the very ground beneath 
the mountain is an active participant in its history, its tectonic movements physically altering 
the monuments built upon it. The land has not just provided the stage for history; it has 
actively shaped it. 
 
Chapter 2: Echoes of a Lost World: Syriemys lelunensis 

 
The deep history of Mount Simeon is not only geological but also paleontological, preserved in 
the fossil record. A testament to this ancient past was unearthed in the Al-Zarefeh Quarry 
near the modern town of Afrin: a remarkably well-preserved inner cast of a turtle shell, along 
with associated bones.6 This discovery led to the identification of a new genus and species of 
turtle that lived during the early Eocene epoch, approximately 50 million years ago. 
In a move that powerfully bridges deep time with contemporary culture, the scientists who 
described the fossil named it Syriemys lelunensis.6 The species epithet, 
lelunensis, was explicitly chosen to honor "Lelun," the Kurdish name for the highland 
area—Mount Simeon—where the fossil was found.4 This act of scientific nomenclature is 
profoundly significant. It formally inscribes an indigenous, local toponym into the permanent, 



global lexicon of natural history, creating an unbreakable link between the modern Kurdish 
identity of the region and its most ancient biological heritage. 
The discovery of S. lelunensis holds considerable scientific importance. It represents the first 
new species of extinct vertebrate ever described from Syria, highlighting the region's 
untapped paleontological potential. Furthermore, as a member of the pleurodiran clade 
Stereogenyini, its early Eocene age pushes back the known origin of this group of 
side-necked turtles, providing crucial evidence that supports a Mediterranean ancestral range 
for the clade.6 In this single fossil, the mountain's identity as "Lelun" is projected back 50 
million years, giving a profound historical resonance to the name and the people who use it. 
 
Chapter 3: The Age of City-States and Empires: Ain Dara and the 
Luwians 

 
While human settlement in the broader Afrin region dates back to the early Neolithic period 10, 
the area rose to prominence during the Bronze and Iron Ages as a vibrant center of 
Syro-Hittite civilization. Far from being a remote periphery, the foothills and valleys 
surrounding Mount Simeon were a vital part of a cultural corridor connecting the great powers 
of Anatolia and the Levant. 
The most spectacular evidence of this era is the Ain Dara Temple, located approximately 8 
kilometers south of the town of Afrin.12 Discovered fortuitously in 1955 with the finding of a 
colossal basalt lion, the temple is one of the most significant archaeological sites in the 
region.12 Excavations have revealed a long and complex history of use, with three main 
construction phases spanning from around 1300 BC to 740 BC.12 This timeline establishes that 
the temple predates the famous Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, which was built in the 10th 
century BC.37 

The temple's architecture is what makes it so remarkable. It features a classic tripartite plan 
common in the Levant: a porch with flanking pillars, a middle room (or Holy Place), and an 
inner sanctum (or Holy of Holies) where the cult statue would have resided.35 The structure 
was adorned with magnificent basalt reliefs of lions and sphinxes, creatures comparable to 
the cherubim described in the biblical account of Solomon's Temple.12 This striking 
resemblance in plan, scale, and decorative motifs suggests that the builders of both temples 
drew from a shared Syro-Phoenician architectural and religious tradition.37 A unique and 
enigmatic feature of the Ain Dara Temple is a series of four giant footprints carved into the 
stone thresholds, each measuring about a meter in length.33 These have been interpreted as a 
powerful symbolic representation of the resident deity—perhaps the storm god Ba'al Hadad 
or the goddess Ishtar/Astarte—striding into their sacred abode.12 

The cultural connections of the Mount Simeon region extended not only south into the Levant 
but also north into Anatolia. This is demonstrated by the discovery of the Afrin Stele, a 
fragment of a Luwian stone monument dating to the 9th or 8th century BC.13 Luwian was an 
Indo-European language, closely related to Hittite, that was spoken across southern Anatolia 



and northern Syria in the centuries following the collapse of the Hittite Empire.41 It was written 
in a distinctive hieroglyphic script, examples of which are found on the stele.14 Though the 
inscription on the Afrin Stele is too damaged to be fully deciphered, the monument clearly 
depicts a relief of a storm god, likely the Hittite-Luwian deity Teshub, and uses the 
Hieroglyphic Luwian script.13 This artifact provides direct, tangible proof that the Mount 
Simeon region was part of the Luwian-speaking world of the Neo-Hittite states, participating 
in the same cultural and linguistic traditions as kingdoms in modern-day Turkey.45 The 
presence of both Levantine-style temple architecture and Anatolian-Luwian inscriptions 
confirms that the region was not an isolated backwater but a dynamic crossroads of ancient 
Near Eastern civilizations. 
Following the era of the Syro-Hittite kingdoms, the region was incorporated into the great 
empires that successively dominated the Near East. It fell under the control of the 
Neo-Assyrian Empire, followed by the Neo-Babylonian and the Achaemenid Persian empires, 
before the conquests of Alexander the Great in 333 BC ushered in a new, Hellenistic age.11 

 

Part II: The Classical and Byzantine Apex - Pillar of 
Faith 
 
The arrival of Hellenistic and Roman power marked a new chapter for the Mount Simeon 
region. A long period of peace and agricultural prosperity laid the economic groundwork for 
what was to become the mountain's most famous historical epoch. During the Byzantine era, 
the radical asceticism of a single man, Simeon the Stylite, amplified by imperial patronage, 
transformed this prosperous rural landscape into one of the most renowned pilgrimage 
destinations in the Christian world. The mountain's identity was fundamentally and 
permanently reshaped, becoming inextricably linked with the pillar of faith that rose from its 
summit. 
 
Chapter 4: From Beroea to Byzantium: The Roman Peace 

 
Following its conquest by Alexander the Great, the region was integrated into the Hellenistic 
world. The nearby city of Aleppo was refounded as a Greek settlement named Beroea by 
Seleucus Nicator, one of Alexander's successors, and became a significant center in the 
Seleucid Empire.11 When the region came under Roman control in 64 BC, it entered a long 
period of stability and prosperity known as the 
Pax Romana. 
As part of the Roman province of Coele Syria, governed from the great metropolis of Antioch, 
the area around Mount Simeon flourished.10 The fertile lands stretching between Beroea 
(Aleppo) and Antioch were among the most productive and densely populated in the entire 
province. Archaeological surveys have revealed the remains of numerous large estate houses 



and early churches, clear indicators of a wealthy, agrarian-based society of landowners. This 
accumulated wealth, combined with the political stability provided by the Roman Empire, 
created the necessary conditions for the massive investment in religious architecture that 
would define the subsequent Byzantine period. The prosperity of the Roman era set the stage 
for the mountain's spiritual transformation. 
 
Chapter 5: The Stylite of Telanissa: Saint Simeon 

 
The figure who would forever define the mountain's identity was Simeon Stylites, a Syrian 
Christian ascetic born around 390 AD.15 The son of a shepherd, Simeon embraced a life of 
extreme religious austerity from a young age. His practices were so severe that he was 
eventually asked to leave the monastery he had joined, as his brethren found his self-denial 
incompatible with community life.15 Seeking greater solitude for his devotions, he made his 
way to a rocky eminence on the slopes of the mountain that would one day bear his name.15 

However, his reputation for holiness attracted ever-growing crowds of pilgrims who sought his 
prayers, counsel, and healing. To escape these constant interruptions, Simeon adopted a 
novel and radical form of asceticism: he became a stylite, or pillar-dweller (from the Greek 
stylos, meaning pillar).49 In the nearby ruins of a settlement called Telanissa (identified with 
modern Taladah or Deir Semaan), he found a surviving column, climbed atop it, and began his 
new life.15 Over the course of approximately 37 years, he lived on a series of progressively 
taller pillars, with the last one reaching a height of over 15 meters (about 50 feet).15 On this 
tiny platform, exposed to the heat of summer and the cold of winter, he spent his days and 
nights in prayer and prostration.15 

This extreme physical isolation did not, however, remove him from the world. On the contrary, 
it amplified his influence immensely. His pillar became a new and powerful center of authority 
in the late antique world. He was accessible to visitors via a ladder and would spend his 
afternoons conversing with them.15 He wrote letters, preached against usury and profanity, 
and offered counsel to all who sought it, from local peasants to the highest echelons of the 
Byzantine Empire, including the emperors Theodosius II and Leo I.15 His fame spread across 
the known world, with pilgrims traveling from as far as Britain, Persia, and Gaul to witness his 
devotion.52 In an era when traditional classical institutions were weakening, "holy men" like 
Simeon filled a societal void, acting as objective arbiters, powerful mediators, and spiritual 
intermediaries to a distant God.53 Simeon's personal piety was not a retreat from society but a 
radical re-engagement with it, transforming his pillar on a remote Syrian mountain into a focal 
point of spiritual and social power for the entire Christian world. 
 
Chapter 6: The Fortress of Simeon (Qala'at Semaan): An Imperial 
Pilgrimage Center 

 



Upon Simeon's death in 459 AD, his sanctity was immediately commemorated on a 
monumental scale. A vast pilgrimage complex, known today as Qala'at Semaan ("the Fortress 
of Simeon"), was constructed on the site of his pillar.15 The sheer scale and architectural 
sophistication of the complex strongly suggest it was built with imperial patronage, likely 
under the direction of Emperor Zeno, with construction taking place between approximately 
476 and 491 AD.17 This was not merely an act of religious devotion but a powerful statement of 
Byzantine imperial authority and theological orthodoxy. By funding such a magnificent 
complex in a strategic region near the Persian frontier, the emperor was cementing Byzantine 
cultural influence and promoting the Chalcedonian faith that Simeon himself had staunchly 
supported.15 

Qala'at Semaan is an architectural masterpiece, considered unique in the history of Byzantine 
design.17 The heart of the complex is a massive cruciform church, formed by four large 
basilicas radiating from a central, octagonal courtyard. At the precise center of this octagon 
stood the sacred pillar upon which Saint Simeon had lived and died.16 The complex was far 
more than just a church; it was a self-contained sacred city. It included a large monastery with 
its own church, an elaborate baptistery, and extensive service buildings and hostels to 
accommodate the thousands of pilgrims who flocked to the site.17 A ceremonial road, the 
via sacra, marked by a triumphal arch, connected the main sanctuary on the hill to the 
bustling support town of Deir Semaan below, which was filled with shops, inns, and additional 
monasteries.17 

For centuries, Qala'at Semaan was one of the most important and celebrated pilgrimage 
destinations in the medieval world, its fame attested by the discovery of numerous pilgrim 
souvenirs (eulogiai) across the Byzantine Empire.52 The site's history, however, mirrors the 
shifting fortunes of the region. It suffered damage from major earthquakes in 526 and 528 
AD.17 With the beginning of the Arab-Byzantine wars in the 7th century, northern Syria became 
a contested frontier zone, and the flow of Christian pilgrims dwindled.18 The function of the 
site began to change. In the 10th century, as Byzantine forces sought to reclaim territory, the 
western part of the great martyrion was fortified, transforming the religious sanctuary into a 
military stronghold.16 This militarization gave the site the martial appearance that led to its 
modern Arabic name, 
Qala'at (citadel or fortress). After further conflict in the 11th century, the great pilgrimage 
center was finally abandoned, its magnificent ruins left to the elements.17 The very name, 
"Fortress of Simeon," encapsulates the site's dual identity, a place that has cycled between 
being a beacon of faith and a bastion on a military frontier. 

 

Part III: Medieval Transformations and Enduring 
Traditions 
 
After the decline of Byzantine power and the end of the great Christian pilgrimage, the history 



of Mount Simeon and its environs entered a new phase. The region was integrated into the 
successive Islamic empires that ruled the Near East. During this long period, the broader 
highland area became firmly established as a heartland of Kurdish settlement and culture, its 
identity shaped by a unique social structure and an economy deeply rooted in the cultivation 
of the olive tree. 
 
Chapter 7: The Kurd-Dagh in the Islamic and Ottoman Eras 

 
Following the Muslim conquests of the 7th century, the Mount Simeon region was 
incorporated into the Jund Qinnasrin, a military district of the Umayyad and later Abbasid 
Caliphates.10 Over the subsequent centuries, it was ruled by a succession of regional and 
imperial powers. It fell under the control of the Hamdanid dynasty of Aleppo, the Seljuk Turks, 
and most notably, the Ayyubid dynasty, which was founded by the renowned Kurdish leader 
Salah al-Din (Saladin).10 After the Ayyubids, the region was governed by the Mamluk Sultanate 
of Egypt before being absorbed into the Ottoman Empire in 1516.10 

It was during these centuries that the broader highland region, including Mount Simeon, 
became widely known as the Kurd-Dagh, or "Kurd Mountain." This name appears on 
Ottoman-era maps and in administrative documents as Kurd Dağ, signifying a formal 
recognition of the area's distinct ethnic character.9 Under the long rule of the Ottoman Empire 
(1516-1918), the region was administered as part of the Vilayet (Province) of Aleppo.10 
However, direct state control was often nominal. The Kurd-Dagh was effectively dominated by 
powerful, semi-autonomous Kurdish tribal confederations, such as the Reshwan and the 
Milli.10 For a period in the late 16th and early 17th centuries (1591-1607), the Kurdish Janbulad 
dynasty even ruled the entire Aleppo region as Ottoman governors.10 This long history of local 
tribal autonomy was instrumental in preserving and strengthening the region's unique Kurdish 
identity, distinguishing it from the surrounding Arab-majority plains. 
 
Chapter 8: The People of the Mountain: A Tapestry of Tribes and 
Faiths 

 
The history of Kurdish settlement in the Kurd-Dagh is ancient, with some scholars arguing for 
a presence dating back to antiquity, possibly as early as the Seleucid era when Kurds served 
as mercenaries in the region.10 Historical records definitively confirm a substantial and 
dominant Kurdish population by at least the 16th to 18th centuries.13 The people of the 
mountain predominantly speak the Kurmanji dialect of the Kurdish language and have 
historically been organized into numerous tribes and sub-tribes that formed the basis of the 
social and political structure.9 

While the region is overwhelmingly Kurdish, it is not monolithic. The majority of the population 
adheres to the Hanafi school of Sunni Islam, a characteristic that distinguishes them from the 



Kurds in other parts of Syria, who are typically of the Shafi'i school.9 More significantly, the 
mountainous terrain and the semi-autonomous tribal structure of the Kurd-Dagh provided a 
degree of protection and tolerance that allowed religious minorities to thrive. The region 
became a historic haven for sizable communities of Yazidis and Alevis, groups that often faced 
persecution in more centralized states.9 The geography of the mountain, with its relative 
isolation and defensible valleys, fostered a more pluralistic and diverse social fabric than was 
common in the surrounding lowlands. This combination of a strong, overarching Kurdish 
identity with significant internal religious diversity is a key feature of the mountain's unique 
cultural landscape. 
 
Chapter 9: The Sacred Olive: The Green Gold of Afrin 

 
The economy, culture, and very soul of the Mount Simeon region are inextricably linked to a 
single agricultural product: the olive. Syria is widely considered to be one of the cradles of 
olive domestication, with evidence of cultivation dating back to at least 2400 BC.63 Within 
Syria, the Afrin district and the Kurd-Dagh are the heartland of this ancient tradition. The olive 
tree is not merely a crop; it is considered sacred in local tradition and is central to the region's 
identity.65 This profound connection is reflected in the possible etymology of the mountain's 
Kurdish name, "Lelun," which may mean "bitter olive".4 

The landscape is dominated by vast olive groves, with a modern-era estimate counting over 14 
million trees in the Afrin area.67 This agricultural wealth has long been the foundation of the 
region's prosperity. The local olive varieties, particularly the one known as the "Kurdish" olive, 
are renowned for producing high-quality oil.66 This oil is not only a staple food but also the 
essential ingredient for making the world-famous Aleppo soap, a luxury good whose trade 
has been economically vital for centuries.60 The entire life cycle of the community—its work, 
its trade, its heritage—has revolved around the cultivation of this "green gold." This powerful 
symbiosis between the Kurdish people of the mountain and the olive groves they tend is the 
defining characteristic of the region's enduring culture. 

 

Part IV: The Modern Era - Rediscovery and 
Redefinition (to 2009) 
 
The final century of the pre-2010 period was one of profound transformation for Mount 
Simeon and the Kurd-Dagh. It was an era marked by the "rediscovery" of its ancient past by 
Western explorers and scholars, and simultaneously, a period of radical political redefinition 
driven by the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the rise of modern nation-states. The 
drawing of new borders and the imposition of new national identities would fundamentally 
reshape the region's destiny, setting the stage for the conflicts of the 21st century. 
 



Chapter 10: The European Gaze: Travelers and Archaeologists 

 
After centuries of relative obscurity to the Western world, the magnificent ruins of Qala'at 
Semaan and the surrounding "Dead Cities" of the Limestone Massif began to capture the 
European imagination in the 18th and 19th centuries. Early travelers like the English clergyman 
Richard Pococke in the 1740s and the German explorer Ulrich Jasper Seetzen in the early 
1800s were among the first to document these ancient wonders for a European audience.19 

More systematic study began in the 1860s with the work of the French diplomat and 
archaeologist Count Melchior de Vogüé, whose expeditions produced detailed architectural 
drawings and descriptions of the sites.19 He was followed by an American mission from 
Princeton University, led by Howard Crosby Butler, which further expanded the scholarly 
understanding of the region's late antique and Byzantine heritage.19 

At the turn of the 20th century, the famed British writer, traveler, archaeologist, and political 
officer Gertrude Bell journeyed extensively through Syria. Her travels took her through the 
Mount Simeon district, and her work provides an invaluable snapshot of the region and its 
people at a pivotal moment in history. A photograph from her archives, dated to circa 1899, 
explicitly documents a "Kurdish Yezidi Family of the Mount Simeon district" near Aleppo, 
offering rare visual evidence of the local population's identity and diversity at the time.70 Bell's 
influential book, 
Syria: The Desert and the Sown (1907), along with her other writings and photographs, 
introduced the landscapes, ancient ruins, and living cultures of the Kurd-Dagh to the 
English-speaking world.72 This process of Western "discovery" was paradoxical. While it 
brought global attention to the region's immense historical value, ultimately leading to its 
preservation and UNESCO World Heritage designation, it also took place within an imperial 
context. These scholarly expeditions documented the past in stone even as the political future 
of the region's living inhabitants was being decided by external colonial powers. 
 
Chapter 11: A Contested Frontier: Borders, States, and Identity 
(1918-2009) 

 
The collapse of the Ottoman Empire following World War I and the imposition of the French 
Mandate for Syria and the Lebanon inaugurated the most disruptive period in the region's 
modern history. The creation of modern nation-states and their borders tore through the 
historical fabric of the Kurd-Dagh. The drawing of the new Syria-Turkey border in 1923 was 
a cataclysmic event for the region. This arbitrary line sliced the cohesive cultural and 
economic landscape of the Kurd-Dagh in two, separating the Afrin district from its traditional 
northern hinterland in the Kilis province of the new Turkish Republic.13 This act severed 
centuries-old kinship networks, trade routes, and pastoral movements, leaving the Syrian 
portion of the Kurd-Dagh, centered on Afrin, almost entirely encircled by an international 
border and politically isolated.13 



Under the French Mandate, the town of Afrin grew as a local market center.13 However, after 
Syria gained its independence in 1946, the region and its predominantly Kurdish population 
faced new pressures from the centralizing, nationalist state in Damascus. Successive Syrian 
governments pursued policies of 
Arabization aimed at suppressing non-Arab identities.10 These policies included restrictions 
on the Kurdish language, culture, and property rights. 
The campaign to erase the region's specific heritage reached its zenith in 1977, when the 
Syrian government issued Decree 15801. This decree officially banned Kurdish place names 
and renamed Mount Simeon/Jabal Sim'an to Jabal al-`Uruba, meaning the "Mountain of 
Arabism".9 This was not a simple administrative change but a deliberate act of political and 
cultural negation, an attempt to superimpose a homogenous Arab nationalist identity over the 
mountain's rich and layered Christian and Kurdish past. The battle over what to call the 
mountain became a microcosm of the larger struggle over Syria's national identity. 
Despite these state-led pressures, the Afrin region and the Kurd-Dagh maintained their 
resilient Kurdish character and their olive-based economy throughout the 20th century. Until 
the events that began after 2010, the region remained a relatively peaceful, if politically and 
economically marginalized, corner of Syria, defined by its unique culture, its enduring religious 
diversity, and the "green gold" of its ancient olive groves.60 

 

Conclusion: A Palimpsest in Stone 
 
The history of Mount Lelun, or Jabal Sim'an, before 2010 is that of a palimpsest—a landscape 
upon which successive eras have written, erased, and rewritten their stories, yet where traces 
of every layer remain visible. Its narrative is not a simple, linear progression but a complex 
tapestry woven from geology, faith, culture, and conflict. 
The mountain's very foundation, a tectonically active limestone massif, provided the material 
for its temples and monasteries and physically shaped them through seismic force. Upon this 
geological canvas, the deep past left its mark with the fossilized remains of Syriemys 
lelunensis, a name that ties the region's modern Kurdish identity to a world 50 million years 
old. The Bronze and Iron Ages inscribed the mountain into the wider world of the ancient Near 
East, making it a nexus of Syro-Hittite and Luwian culture, as evidenced by the magnificent 
Ain Dara Temple and the Afrin Stele. 
The Byzantine era wrote the mountain's most famous chapter, transforming it through the 
radical asceticism of Saint Simeon Stylites into a global center of Christian pilgrimage. The 
monumental architecture of Qala'at Semaan was an indelible statement of imperial faith and 
power, a legacy that endured even as the site itself cycled from monastery to military fortress. 
With the decline of Byzantium, a new layer was added as the region consolidated its identity 
as the Kurd-Dagh, a heartland of Kurdish tribes and a haven for religious minorities. This 
identity became deeply intertwined with the land itself, rooted in the sacred and 
life-sustaining cultivation of the olive tree. Finally, the 20th century violently overwrote much 
of this history. The creation of modern borders scarred the landscape, dividing a cohesive 



cultural region and isolating its people. State-led policies attempted to erase its Kurdish and 
Christian heritage, renaming the mountain in an effort to impose a new, singular identity. 
By the end of 2009, Mount Lelun stood as a testament to this layered history. It was a place 
where the ruins of a Byzantine saint's pillar overlooked the olive groves of Kurdish farmers, 
where the name "Lelun" coexisted with "Jabal Sim'an," and where a deep and resilient local 
culture had withstood centuries of imperial shifts and modern political pressures. This rich, 
complex, and often contested history provides the essential and inescapable context for 
understanding the tragic events that would engulf the mountain and its people in the decade 
to come. 

 

Works Cited 
 

1.​ 6 Al-Halabi, W. A., et al. (2025). Recovering lost time in Syria: a new Eocene stereogenyin 
turtle from the Aleppo Plateau.​
ResearchGate. 

2.​ 1 Yushan National Park Headquarters. (n.d.). Lulin Mountain. 
3.​ 74 Yushan National Park Headquarters. (n.d.). Lulin Mountain Trail. 
4.​ 2 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Leenaun Hill. 
5.​ 3 Loon Mountain Resort. (n.d.). LoonMtn.com. 
6.​ 4 Alhalabi, W. A., et al. (2025).​

Syriemys lelunensis. Paleobiology Database. 
7.​ 7 Lelun Association for Victims. (2025, June 18). I live my life here in misery as if I live it 

only so as not to die. 
8.​ 75 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Mount Lemmon. 
9.​ 76 Visit Arizona. (n.d.). Mount Lemmon. 
10.​77 Washington Trails Association. (n.d.). Mount Lillian. 
11.​78 Steam. (n.d.). Sainte-Marie-Du-Mont by Normandy Expanded. 
12.​79 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Gunung Leuser National Park. 
13.​80 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Semaan. 
14.​15 Wikipedia. (2025, June 5). Simeon Stylites. 
15.​81 Rahhal, J. (n.d.). Exploring the Spiritual Haven of Der Mar Semaan. 
16.​16 Reddit. (2023). Monastery of Saint Simeon Stylites - in Mount Semaan in Aleppo's 

Western Countryside. 
17.​82 Lebanese Heritage Museum. (n.d.). 
18.​83 FamilySearch. (n.d.). Semaan Hanna Semaan (1876–1949). 
19.​84 BiblePics.co. (n.d.). Jabal. 
20.​85 Encyclopaedia Judaica. (2025). Jabal.​

Encyclopedia.com. 
21.​86 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Jabal (Bible). 



22.​87 Humphreys, H. (2015, May 4). Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-cain. 
23.​88 Armstrong Institute of Biblical Archaeology. (n.d.). Ancient Arabian Cattle Cult, Jabal, 

and Genesis. 
24.​89 Hunter, M. (2011, March 28). Jabal Tent Dweller. Amazing Bible Timeline with World 

History. 
25.​32 Karakhanian, A. S., et al. (2008). Seismic deformation in the St. Simeon Monasteries 

(Qal'at Sim'an), Northwestern Syria.​
ResearchGate. 

26.​5 Wikipedia. (2025, January 2). Mount Simeon. 
27.​25 Wikipedia. (2025, April). Geology of Syria. 
28.​90 Mindat.org. (n.d.). Mount Simeon District, Aleppo Governorate, Syria. 
29.​91 Mindat.org. (n.d.). Mt Hermon, Quneitra Governorate, Syria. 
30.​17 UNITAR-UNOSAT. (n.d.). Deir Semaan (Telanissos). 
31.​92 Orthodox Church in America. (n.d.). Saint Simeon “the Ancient” of Mount Sinai. 
32.​50 Haggan, M. (n.d.). The Bastion of St. Simeon Stylites. 
33.​93 Ali, Z. (n.d.). Mount Qasioun: The 'holy mountain' of Damascus.​

Middle East Eye. 
34.​94 Archiqoo. (n.d.). Church of Saint Simeon Stylites. 
35.​95 Hakaya. (n.d.). Timeless Tales: Folktales told by Syrian refugees. 
36.​96 Travellers' Views. (n.d.). Church of Saint Simeon Stylites / Qalaat Semaan / Deir 

Semaan (Syria). 
37.​97 The Kurdish Project. (n.d.). Afrin History. 
38.​60 Stand with Afrin. (n.d.). Before the War. 
39.​20 The Kurdish Project. (n.d.). Afrin Syria. 
40.​10 Wikipedia. (2025, July 14). Afrin Region. 
41.​13 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Afrin, Syria. 
42.​98 Mesopotamia Cooperative. (n.d.). Afrin (Afrîn / Efrîn‎). 
43.​99 GoodRx. (n.d.). What is Oxymetazoline (Afrin)? 
44.​100 Jewel-Osco. (n.d.). Afrin Nasal Spray Severe Congestion Maximum Strength. 
45.​101 Drugs.com. (n.d.). Afrin. 
46.​102 Dillons Food Stores. (n.d.). Afrin Congestion Relief Nasal Spray Oxymetazoline Hcl. 
47.​103 Walgreens. (n.d.). Afrin Severe Congestion Nasal Spray. 
48.​8 HIC-net. (n.d.). Syrian Organizations Petitions. 
49.​34 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Ain Dara (archaeological site). 
50.​12 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Ain Dara (archaeological site). 
51.​35 Vici.org. (n.d.). Ain Dara Temple. 
52.​36 Livius.org. (2020, August 6). Ain Dara. 
53.​40 Rome Art Lover. (n.d.). Deinair. 
54.​33 Ancient Origins. (n.d.). The Ain Dara Temple. 



55.​13 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Afrin, Syria. 
56.​14 Hittite Monuments. (n.d.). Afrin Stele. 
57.​45 Tayinat Archaeological Project. (n.d.). Luwian Hieroglyphics. 
58.​104 OpenEdition Books. (n.d.). Luwian Identities. 
59.​105 Burgin, J. M., & Yakubovich, I. (2023). Initial-a-final, Luwian low vowels, and language 

contact in the Syro-Anatolian world.​
ResearchGate. 

60.​44 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Anatolian hieroglyphs. 
61.​63 Langgut, D., et al. (2023). The history of olive cultivation in the southern Levant.​

Frontiers in Plant Science. 
62.​64 Satoyama Initiative. (n.d.). Syria: Olive cultivation on hilly land in the northwestern part 

of the country. 
63.​65 Hammude. (n.d.). A Tale of Afrin.​

Youth4Nature. 
64.​66 Mesopotamia Cooperative. (n.d.). Olives of Afrin exported to other countries by 

Turkey. 
65.​67 Enab Baladi. (2024, October). Olive picking, a source of livelihood in Afrin. 
66.​61 Centre for Feminist Foreign Policy. (2020, July). Demographic change in Syria's Afrin. 
67.​57 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Afrin, Syria. 
68.​20 The Kurdish Project. (n.d.). Afrin Syria. 
69.​10 Wikipedia. (2025, July 14). Afrin Region. 
70.​106 Kurdish Peace Institute. (2025, June 18). In the new Syria, Afrin's Kurds feel forgotten. 
71.​107 Council on Foreign Relations. (n.d.). The Kurds' Long Struggle With Statelessness. 
72.​21 Middle East Forum. (n.d.). Turkey's Demographic Engineering in Syria's Afrin Region. 
73.​24 Van Limbergen, D. (2017). The Production Capacity of the North Syrian Olive Oil 

Presses.​
Syria. 

74.​25 Wikipedia. (2025, April). Geology of Syria. 
75.​22 UNESCO World Heritage Centre. (n.d.). Ancient Villages of Northern Syria. 
76.​27 Brew, G., et al. (2001). Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria.​

ResearchGate. 
77.​108 Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia. (n.d.). Jezira Tertiary 

Limestone Aquifer System. 
78.​30 Al-Hilal, M., & Al-Tarazi, E. (2020). Present-day stress field in northwestern Syria.​

Geofísica internacional. 
79.​31 Brew, G., et al. (2001). Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria.​

GeoArabia. 
80.​109 ResearchGate. (n.d.). Major tectonic elements and geological setting of northwestern 

Syria. 
81.​28 Brew, G. (n.d.). Tectonic Evolution of Syria.​



Cornell University. 
82.​29 Brew, G., et al. (2001). Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria.​

Cornell University. 
83.​35 Vici.org. (n.d.). Ain Dara Temple. 
84.​37 Biblical Archaeology Society. (n.d.). Searching for the Temple of King Solomon. 
85.​12 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Ain Dara (archaeological site). 
86.​38 Sumerian Origins. (n.d.). Ain Dara Neo-Hittite Temple. 
87.​36 Livius.org. (2020, August 6). Ain Dara. 
88.​39 Center for Online Judaic Studies. (n.d.). Ain Dara Temple, 10th century BCE. 
89.​41 EBSCO Research Starters. (n.d.). Luwians. 
90.​46 Mouton, A., et al. (Eds.). (n.d.).​

Luwian Identities: Culture, Language and Religion Between Anatolia and the Aegean. 
Brill. 

91.​42 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Luwians. 
92.​43 University of Wisconsin-Madison Libraries. (n.d.).​

Luwian identities. 
93.​110 ANR. (n.d.). Luwili: Luwian Religious Discourse Between Anatolia and Syria. 
94.​47 Britannica. (n.d.). Luwian language. 
95.​68 Burckhardt, J. L. (n.d.).​

Travels in Syria and the Holy Land. 
96.​11 Wikipedia. (2025, August 4). Aleppo. 
97.​111 Facts and Details. (n.d.). European Explorers from the Marco Polo Era. 
98.​48 Castelli nel Mondo. (n.d.). Aleppo Castle. 
99.​69 Eretz Magazine. (2022, May 3). Early Travelers. 
100.​ 112 UNESCO. (n.d.). Aleppo, the disappearing memory of the Silk Roads. 
101.​ 58 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Kurdish tribes. 
102.​ 59 Institut Kurde de Paris. (n.d.). Who are the Kurds? 
103.​ 113 Britannica. (n.d.). Kurd. 
104.​ 55 The Kurdish Center in Washington. (n.d.). The Kurds. 
105.​ 56 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Kurds in Syria. 
106.​ 114 Wikiwand. (n.d.). Kurds in Syria. 
107.​ 115 Kurdayety. (n.d.). Kurdish Language and Culture. 
108.​ 116 U.S. Geological Survey. (n.d.). Geologic map of the Harrat Ash Shamah volcanic 

field. 
109.​ 117 Key Biodiversity Areas. (n.d.). Jabal Sis. 
110.​ 118 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Syrian Coastal Mountain Range. 
111.​ 27 Brew, G., et al. (2001). Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria.​

ResearchGate. 
112.​ 26 IAEA. (n.d.). Uranium Deposits in the Syrian Arab Republic. 
113.​ 119 Brew, G., et al. (2001). Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria.​



ResearchGate. 
114.​ 19 Archéologie.culture.gouv.fr. (n.d.). Simeon Stylites. 
115.​ 22 UNESCO World Heritage Centre. (n.d.). Ancient Villages of Northern Syria. 
116.​ 120 Al-Quntara. (n.d.). Wine and Oil Presses in Late Antique Syria and Palestine. 
117.​ 24 Van Limbergen, D. (2017). The Production Capacity of the North Syrian Olive Oil 

Presses.​
Syria. 

118.​ 23 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Limestone Massif. 
119.​ 121 UNESCO World Heritage Centre. (n.d.). Preparatory assistance for the inscription 

of the Ancient Villages of Northern Syria. 
120.​ 122 BibleWalks.com. (n.d.). Deir Samaan. 
121.​ 18 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Arab–Byzantine wars. 
122.​ 52 Are You Syrious? (2016, May 13). AYS report: UNESCO World Heritage site of Qal'at 

Se'man damaged in a Russian airstrike.​
Medium. 

123.​ 15 Wikipedia. (2025, June 5). Simeon Stylites. 
124.​ 123 Tertullian.org. (n.d.). The Syriac Life of Saint Simeon Stylites. 
125.​ 54 Blue Lapis Road. (2020, July 26). Qalaat Samaan, near Aleppo, Syria. 
126.​ 51 Torrey, C. C. (n.d.). The Letters of Saint Simeon of the Pillar.​

Tertullian.org. 
127.​ 53 Ohio State University. (n.d.). The Louvre Plaque of Saint Simeon the Stylite. 
128.​ 49 Britannica. (n.d.). Saint Simeon Stylites. 
129.​ 62 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Kurd Mountain. 
130.​ 59 Institut Kurde de Paris. (n.d.). Who are the Kurds? 
131.​ 55 The Kurdish Center in Washington. (n.d.). The Kurds. 
132.​ 9 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Kurd Mountain. 
133.​ 124 Ozhane Gasht. (n.d.). Kurdistan History. 
134.​ 125 ecoi.net. (2015). The Kurds. 
135.​ 70 Woolf, J. (n.d.). Gertrude Bell: Daughter of the Desert.​

Royal Scottish Geographical Society. 
136.​ 126 Wanderlust. (n.d.). In the shadow of Gertrude Bell. 
137.​ 72 The Appendix. (2014, January). The Appendix Guide to Gertrude Bell in the 

Hauran. 
138.​ 71 Pinterest. (n.d.). Yezidi Kurdish family in Syria, 1899. 
139.​ 73 Women in Exploration. (n.d.). Gertrude Bell. 
140.​ 127 The National Archives, UK. (n.d.). Syria and Mesopotamia illustrating the travels of 

Dr Max Freiherr von Oppenheim, 1893. 
141.​ 4 Paleobiology Database. (n.d.).​

Syriemys lelunensis. 
142.​ 7 Lelun Association for Victims. (2025, August 12). I live my life here in misery. 



143.​ 5 Wikipedia. (2025, January 2). Mount Simeon. 
144.​ 15 Wikipedia. (2025, June 5). Simeon Stylites. 
145.​ 10 Wikipedia. (2025, July 14). Afrin Region. 
146.​ 36 Livius.org. (2020, August 6). Ain Dara. 
147.​ 14 Hittite Monuments. (n.d.). Afrin Stele. 
148.​ 63 Langgut, D., et al. (2023). The history of olive cultivation in the southern Levant.​

Frontiers in Plant Science. 
149.​ 25 Wikipedia. (n.d.). Geology of Syria. 
150.​ 22 UNESCO World Heritage Centre. (n.d.). Ancient Villages of Northern Syria. 
151.​ 11 Wikipedia. (2025, August 4). Aleppo. 

Works cited 

1.​ Lulin Mountain - Northwestern - Yushan National Park Headquarters, National 
Park Service, Ministry of the Interior, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ysnp.gov.tw/En/RecreationArea/1fbfec62-e8ce-4916-a902-a6c28c9d
d33e?Tab=3&ID=29419ac4-7467-40cc-8e60-993d5f91690c 

2.​ Leenaun Hill - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leenaun_Hill 

3.​ LoonMtn.com | Loon Mountain Resort, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.loonmtn.com/ 

4.​ PBDB Taxon - The Paleobiology Database, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://paleobiodb.org/classic/checkTaxonInfo?taxon_no=511805&is_real_user=1 

5.​ Mount Simeon - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Simeon 

6.​ Recovering lost time in Syria: a new Eocene stereogenyin turtle from the Aleppo 
Plateau | Request PDF - ResearchGate, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/393950078_Recovering_lost_time_in_S
yria_a_new_Eocene_stereogenyin_turtle_from_the_Aleppo_Plateau 

7.​ I live my life here in misery as if I live it only so as not to die - Lelun ..., accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://lelun-afrin.org/en/i-live-my-life-here-in-misery-as-if-i-live-it-only-so-as-n
ot-to-die/ 

8.​ 130 organizaciones sirias instan al Consejo de Seguridad de las, accessed August 
12, 2025, https://www.hic-net.org/es/organizaciones-sirias-peticiones/ 

9.​ Kurd Mountain - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurd_Mountain 

10.​Afrin Region - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin_Region 

11.​Aleppo - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleppo 

12.​Ain Dara (archaeological site) - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_Dara_(archaeological_site) 

13.​Afrin, Syria - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://www.ysnp.gov.tw/En/RecreationArea/1fbfec62-e8ce-4916-a902-a6c28c9dd33e?Tab=3&ID=29419ac4-7467-40cc-8e60-993d5f91690c
https://www.ysnp.gov.tw/En/RecreationArea/1fbfec62-e8ce-4916-a902-a6c28c9dd33e?Tab=3&ID=29419ac4-7467-40cc-8e60-993d5f91690c
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leenaun_Hill
https://www.loonmtn.com/
https://paleobiodb.org/classic/checkTaxonInfo?taxon_no=511805&is_real_user=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Simeon
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/393950078_Recovering_lost_time_in_Syria_a_new_Eocene_stereogenyin_turtle_from_the_Aleppo_Plateau
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/393950078_Recovering_lost_time_in_Syria_a_new_Eocene_stereogenyin_turtle_from_the_Aleppo_Plateau
https://lelun-afrin.org/en/i-live-my-life-here-in-misery-as-if-i-live-it-only-so-as-not-to-die/
https://lelun-afrin.org/en/i-live-my-life-here-in-misery-as-if-i-live-it-only-so-as-not-to-die/
https://www.hic-net.org/es/organizaciones-sirias-peticiones/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurd_Mountain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleppo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_Dara_(archaeological_site)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin,_Syria 
14.​Afrin - Hittite Monuments, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://www.hittitemonuments.com/afrin/ 
15.​Simeon Stylites - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon_Stylites 
16.​Monastery of Saint Simeon Stylites - in Mount Semaan in Aleppo's Western 

Countryside. Built in 475 AD - One of the "Forgotten Cities" remnants of the 
Byzantine Settlements. : r/Aleppine - Reddit, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.reddit.com/r/Aleppine/comments/1batcpv/monastery_of_saint_simeo
n_stylites_in_mount/ 

17.​Deir Semaan (Telanissos) ريد ناعمس  - United Nations Satellite Centre UNOSAT, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://unosat.web.cern.ch/unitar/downloads/chs/Deir_Semaan.pdf 

18.​Arab–Byzantine wars - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab%E2%80%93Byzantine_wars 

19.​Simeon Stylites | Archéologie | culture.gouv.fr, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://archeologie.culture.gouv.fr/en/simeon-stylites 

20.​Afrin Syria - The Kurdish Project, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-map/syrian-kurdistan/afrin-syria/ 

21.​Turkey's Demographic Engineering in Syria's Afrin Region: A Closer Look, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.meforum.org/meq/turkeys-demographic-engineering-in-syrias-afrin
-region-a-closer-look 

22.​Ancient Villages of Northern Syria - UNESCO World Heritage Centre, accessed 
August 12, 2025, https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1348/ 

23.​Limestone Massif - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone_Massif 

24.​Changing perspectives on roller presses in Late Antique Northern Syria, accessed 
August 12, 2025, https://journals.openedition.org/syria/5624?lang=en 

25.​Geology of Syria - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geology_of_Syria 

26.​SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC Geography Geology - IAEA INFCIS, accessed August 12, 
2025, 
https://infcis.iaea.org/udepo/Resources/Countries/Syrian%20Arab%20Republic.p
df 

27.​Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria - ResearchGate, accessed August 12, 
2025, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/355760003_Tectonic_and_Geologic_Ev
olution_of_Syria 

28.​Tectonic Evolution of Syria - Cornell University, accessed August 12, 2025, 
http://atlas.geo.cornell.edu/people/brew/gbthesis5.html 

29.​Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria - Cornell, accessed August 12, 2025, 
http://atlas.geo.cornell.edu/syria/brew2.pdf 

30.​Present-Present-day stress state in northwestern Syriarthwestern Syria - SciELO 
México, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin,_Syria
https://www.hittitemonuments.com/afrin/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon_Stylites
https://www.reddit.com/r/Aleppine/comments/1batcpv/monastery_of_saint_simeon_stylites_in_mount/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Aleppine/comments/1batcpv/monastery_of_saint_simeon_stylites_in_mount/
https://unosat.web.cern.ch/unitar/downloads/chs/Deir_Semaan.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab%E2%80%93Byzantine_wars
https://archeologie.culture.gouv.fr/en/simeon-stylites
https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-map/syrian-kurdistan/afrin-syria/
https://www.meforum.org/meq/turkeys-demographic-engineering-in-syrias-afrin-region-a-closer-look
https://www.meforum.org/meq/turkeys-demographic-engineering-in-syrias-afrin-region-a-closer-look
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1348/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone_Massif
https://journals.openedition.org/syria/5624?lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geology_of_Syria
https://infcis.iaea.org/udepo/Resources/Countries/Syrian%20Arab%20Republic.pdf
https://infcis.iaea.org/udepo/Resources/Countries/Syrian%20Arab%20Republic.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/355760003_Tectonic_and_Geologic_Evolution_of_Syria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/355760003_Tectonic_and_Geologic_Evolution_of_Syria
http://atlas.geo.cornell.edu/people/brew/gbthesis5.html
http://atlas.geo.cornell.edu/syria/brew2.pdf


https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0016-7169202000
0400300 

31.​Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria | GeoArabia - GeoScienceWorld, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/gpl/geoarabia/article/6/4/573/566727/Tectonic-a
nd-Geologic-Evolution-of-Syria 

32.​Seismic deformation in the St. Simeon Monasteries (Qal'at Sim'an), Northwestern 
Syria | Request PDF - ResearchGate, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/223309232_Seismic_deformation_in_th
e_St_Simeon_Monasteries_Qal'at_Sim'an_Northwestern_Syria 

33.​The Enigmatic Ain Dara Temple and the Giant Footsteps of the Gods | Ancient 
Origins, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-asia/ain-dara-temple-001655 

34.​en.wikipedia.org, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_Dara_(archaeological_site)#:~:text=and%20Lowe
r%20Town.-,Late%20Bronze%20and%20Iron%20Age,from%20900%20to%2074
0%20BC. 

35.​Ain Dara - Vici.org, accessed August 12, 2025, https://vici.org/vici/20488/ 
36.​Ain Dara - Livius, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://www.livius.org/articles/place/ain-dara/ 
37.​Searching for the Temple of King Solomon - Biblical Archaeology Society, 

accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeolog
y-sites/searching-for-the-temple-of-king-solomon/ 

38.​Ain Dara Neo-Hittite Temple - Sumerian Origins, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.sumerianorigins.com/post/ain-dara-neo-hittite-temple 

39.​Ain Dara Temple, 10th century BCE | Center for Online Judaic Studies, accessed 
August 12, 2025, https://cojs.org/ain_dara_temple-_10th_century_bce/ 

40.​Ain Dara - Disputed Land - Rome Art Lover, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.romeartlover.it/Deinair.html 

41.​Luwians | EBSCO Research Starters, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/luwians 

42.​Luwians - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luwians 

43.​Luwian identities : culture, language and religion between Anatolia and the 
Aegean - Catalog - UW-Madison Libraries, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://search.library.wisc.edu/catalog/9912307209602121 

44.​Anatolian hieroglyphs - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolian_hieroglyphs 

45.​Luwian Hieroglyphics - Tayinat Archaeological Project - - University of Toronto, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://tayinat.artsci.utoronto.ca/the-toronto-expedition/luwian-hieroglyphics/ 

46.​Luwian Identities – Culture, Language and Religion Between Anatolia and the 
Aegean | Brill, accessed August 12, 2025, https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/20843 

47.​Luwian language | Anatolian Language, Hieroglyphs & Cuneiform | Britannica, 

https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0016-71692020000400300
https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0016-71692020000400300
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/gpl/geoarabia/article/6/4/573/566727/Tectonic-and-Geologic-Evolution-of-Syria
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/gpl/geoarabia/article/6/4/573/566727/Tectonic-and-Geologic-Evolution-of-Syria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/223309232_Seismic_deformation_in_the_St_Simeon_Monasteries_Qal'at_Sim'an_Northwestern_Syria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/223309232_Seismic_deformation_in_the_St_Simeon_Monasteries_Qal'at_Sim'an_Northwestern_Syria
https://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-asia/ain-dara-temple-001655
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_Dara_(archaeological_site)#:~:text=and%20Lower%20Town.-,Late%20Bronze%20and%20Iron%20Age,from%20900%20to%20740%20BC.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_Dara_(archaeological_site)#:~:text=and%20Lower%20Town.-,Late%20Bronze%20and%20Iron%20Age,from%20900%20to%20740%20BC.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain_Dara_(archaeological_site)#:~:text=and%20Lower%20Town.-,Late%20Bronze%20and%20Iron%20Age,from%20900%20to%20740%20BC.
https://vici.org/vici/20488/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/ain-dara/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/searching-for-the-temple-of-king-solomon/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/searching-for-the-temple-of-king-solomon/
https://www.sumerianorigins.com/post/ain-dara-neo-hittite-temple
https://cojs.org/ain_dara_temple-_10th_century_bce/
https://www.romeartlover.it/Deinair.html
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/luwians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luwians
https://search.library.wisc.edu/catalog/9912307209602121
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolian_hieroglyphs
https://tayinat.artsci.utoronto.ca/the-toronto-expedition/luwian-hieroglyphics/
https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/20843


accessed August 12, 2025, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Luwian-language 
48.​Aleppo Castle in Syria - Mount Simeon - Castelli nel mondo, accessed August 12, 

2025, 
https://castellinelmondo.altervista.org/en/castle/syria/mount-simeon/aleppo-castl
e/ 

49.​Saint Simeon Stylites | Biography & Facts - Britannica, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Simeon-Stylites 

50.​The Bastion of St Simeon Stylites | The Musings of Mark Haggan, accessed August 
12, 2025, https://markhaggan.com/travel/the-bastion-of-st-simeon-stylites/ 

51.​Simeon Stylites, Letters. Journal of the American Oriental Society 20 (1899) 
pp.253-276., accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.tertullian.org/fathers/simeon_stylites_letters_01_trans.htm 

52.​AYS report: UNESCO World Heritage site of Qal'at Se'man damaged in a Russian 
airstrike, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://areyousyrious.medium.com/ays-report-unesco-world-heritage-site-of-qa
lat-se-man-destroyed-in-a-russian-airstrike-c2ea4d36b8f3 

53.​Saint Simeon in Silver: The Economy of Relief Research - The Ohio State 
University, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://kb.osu.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/bfc35391-3ccd-4b0e-a0c3-3a43c8
0be27c/content 

54.​CHURCH OF SAINT SIMEON STYLITES, Aleppo, Syria | Blue Lapis Road, accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://bluelapisroad.wordpress.com/2020/07/26/qalaat-samaan-near-aleppo-syr
ia/ 

55.​KURDS | Washington Kurdish Institute, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://dckurd.org/kurds/ 

56.​Kurds in Syria - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurds_in_Syria 

57.​en.wikipedia.org, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin,_Syria#:~:text=Although%20it%20is%20not%20
contiguous,dwell%20in%20the%20mountains%20between 

58.​Kurdish tribes - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdish_tribes 

59.​Who are the Kurds ?, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.institutkurde.org/en/info/who-are-the-kurds-s-1232550927 

60.​Afrin Before The War, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://standwithafrin.com/before-the-war/ 

61.​Cultivating Chaos: Afrin after Operation Olive Branch - The Ceasefire Centre for 
Civilian Rights, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ceasefire.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CFR_Syria_EN_July20.pd
f 

62.​en.wikipedia.org, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurd_Mountain#:~:text=As%20the%20Kurd%20Dagh
%20was,Dersim%20Massacre%2C%20settled%20in%20Mabeta. 

63.​The history of olive cultivation in the southern Levant - Frontiers, accessed August 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Luwian-language
https://castellinelmondo.altervista.org/en/castle/syria/mount-simeon/aleppo-castle/
https://castellinelmondo.altervista.org/en/castle/syria/mount-simeon/aleppo-castle/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Simeon-Stylites
https://markhaggan.com/travel/the-bastion-of-st-simeon-stylites/
https://www.tertullian.org/fathers/simeon_stylites_letters_01_trans.htm
https://areyousyrious.medium.com/ays-report-unesco-world-heritage-site-of-qalat-se-man-destroyed-in-a-russian-airstrike-c2ea4d36b8f3
https://areyousyrious.medium.com/ays-report-unesco-world-heritage-site-of-qalat-se-man-destroyed-in-a-russian-airstrike-c2ea4d36b8f3
https://kb.osu.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/bfc35391-3ccd-4b0e-a0c3-3a43c80be27c/content
https://kb.osu.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/bfc35391-3ccd-4b0e-a0c3-3a43c80be27c/content
https://bluelapisroad.wordpress.com/2020/07/26/qalaat-samaan-near-aleppo-syria/
https://bluelapisroad.wordpress.com/2020/07/26/qalaat-samaan-near-aleppo-syria/
https://dckurd.org/kurds/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurds_in_Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin,_Syria#:~:text=Although%20it%20is%20not%20contiguous,dwell%20in%20the%20mountains%20between
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrin,_Syria#:~:text=Although%20it%20is%20not%20contiguous,dwell%20in%20the%20mountains%20between
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdish_tribes
https://www.institutkurde.org/en/info/who-are-the-kurds-s-1232550927
https://standwithafrin.com/before-the-war/
https://www.ceasefire.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CFR_Syria_EN_July20.pdf
https://www.ceasefire.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CFR_Syria_EN_July20.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurd_Mountain#:~:text=As%20the%20Kurd%20Dagh%20was,Dersim%20Massacre%2C%20settled%20in%20Mabeta.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurd_Mountain#:~:text=As%20the%20Kurd%20Dagh%20was,Dersim%20Massacre%2C%20settled%20in%20Mabeta.


12, 2025, 
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/plant-science/articles/10.3389/fpls.2023.11315
57/full 

64.​Syria: Olive Cultivation on Hilly Land in the Northwestern Part of the Country and 
along its Mediterranean Coast - The International Partnership for the Satoyama 
Initiative (IPSI), accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://satoyamainitiative.org/case_studies/syria-olive-cultivation-on-hilly-land-in-
the-northwestern-part-of-the-country-and-along-its-mediterranean-coast/ 

65.​A Tale of Afrin - Youth4Nature, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.youth4nature.org/stories/tale-afrin 

66.​Olives of Afrin exported to other countries by Turkey - Co-operation in 
Mesopotamia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://mesopotamia.coop/olives-of-afrin-exported-to-other-countries-by-turke
y/ 

67.​Olive picking: A source of livelihood in Afrin - Enab Baladi, accessed August 12, 
2025, 
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2024/10/olive-picking-a-source-of-liveliho
od-in-afrin/ 

68.​TRAVELS IN SYRIA AND THE HOLY LAND; BY THE LATE JOHN LEWIS 
BURCKHARDT. PUBLISHED BY THE ASSOCIATION FOR PROMOTING THE 
DISCOVERY - ghazali.org, accessed August 12, 2025, 
http://www.ghazali.org/books/travelsinsyriaandtheholyland 

69.​Early Travelers – eretzstore - ERETZ Magazine, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.eretzstore.com/2022/05/03/early-travelers/ 

70.​Gertrude Bell: 'Daughter of the Desert' | The Royal Scottish Geographical Society, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.rsgs.org/blog/gertrude-bell-daughter-of-the-desert 

71.​Yezidi Kurdish Family in Syria, 1899 (Photo of the Day) - Pinterest, accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/yezidi-kurdish-family-in-syria-1899-photo-of-the-
day--807270301951164208/ 

72.​The Appendix Guide to Gertrude Bell in the Hauran, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://theappendix.net/issues/2014/1/the-appendix-guide-to-gertrude-bell-in-th
e-hauran 

73.​Gertrude Bell - Timeline - Women in Exploration, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://womeninexploration.org/timeline/gertrude-bell 

74.​Lulin Mountain Trail - Northwestern - Yushan National Park Headquarters, National 
Park Service, Ministry of the Interior, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ysnp.gov.tw/En/RecreationArea/1fbfec62-e8ce-4916-a902-a6c28c9d
d33e?Tab=4&ID=2360340c-0e96-4434-99f5-cc06b60236f6 

75.​Mount Lemmon - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lemmon 

76.​MOUNT LEMMON | Visit Arizona, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/parks-monuments/mount-lemmon/ 

77.​Mount Lillian - Washington Trails Association, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/plant-science/articles/10.3389/fpls.2023.1131557/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/plant-science/articles/10.3389/fpls.2023.1131557/full
https://satoyamainitiative.org/case_studies/syria-olive-cultivation-on-hilly-land-in-the-northwestern-part-of-the-country-and-along-its-mediterranean-coast/
https://satoyamainitiative.org/case_studies/syria-olive-cultivation-on-hilly-land-in-the-northwestern-part-of-the-country-and-along-its-mediterranean-coast/
https://www.youth4nature.org/stories/tale-afrin
https://mesopotamia.coop/olives-of-afrin-exported-to-other-countries-by-turkey/
https://mesopotamia.coop/olives-of-afrin-exported-to-other-countries-by-turkey/
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2024/10/olive-picking-a-source-of-livelihood-in-afrin/
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2024/10/olive-picking-a-source-of-livelihood-in-afrin/
http://www.ghazali.org/books/travelsinsyriaandtheholyland
https://www.eretzstore.com/2022/05/03/early-travelers/
https://www.rsgs.org/blog/gertrude-bell-daughter-of-the-desert
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/yezidi-kurdish-family-in-syria-1899-photo-of-the-day--807270301951164208/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/yezidi-kurdish-family-in-syria-1899-photo-of-the-day--807270301951164208/
https://theappendix.net/issues/2014/1/the-appendix-guide-to-gertrude-bell-in-the-hauran
https://theappendix.net/issues/2014/1/the-appendix-guide-to-gertrude-bell-in-the-hauran
https://womeninexploration.org/timeline/gertrude-bell
https://www.ysnp.gov.tw/En/RecreationArea/1fbfec62-e8ce-4916-a902-a6c28c9dd33e?Tab=4&ID=2360340c-0e96-4434-99f5-cc06b60236f6
https://www.ysnp.gov.tw/En/RecreationArea/1fbfec62-e8ce-4916-a902-a6c28c9dd33e?Tab=4&ID=2360340c-0e96-4434-99f5-cc06b60236f6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lemmon
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/parks-monuments/mount-lemmon/


https://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/mount-lillian 
78.​Squad 44 - OWI_Luna - Steam, accessed August 12, 2025, 

https://store.steampowered.com/news/posts/?feed=steam_community_announc
ements&appids=736220&enddate=1719507979 

79.​Gunung Leuser National Park - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunung_Leuser_National_Park 

80.​Semaan - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semaan 

81.​Exploring the Spiritual Haven of Der Mar Semaan - Jessica Rahhal, accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://www.jessicarahhal.com/exploring-the-spiritual-haven-of-der-mar-semaa
n/ 

82.​Lebanese Heritage Museum - BAM | By Agenda Culturel, accessed August 12, 
2025, https://www.bamleb.com/explore/museums/lebanese-heritage-museum 

83.​Semaan Hanna Semaan (1876–1949) • FamilySearch - Ancestors Family Search, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZRF-3FX/semaan-hanna-semaan-1876-194
9 

84.​Who was Jabal in the Bible? - Everything you need to know about Jabal - 
BiblePics, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://biblepics.co/bible/biblical-figures/jabal/?lang=en 

85.​Jabal - Encyclopedia.com, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and
-maps/jabal 

86.​Jabal (Bible) - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jabal_(Bible) 

87.​Jabal, Jubal and Tubal-Cain | Faith in Learning - Huw Humphreys, accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://huwhumphreys.wordpress.com/2015/05/04/jabal-jubal-and-tubal-cain/ 

88.​Ancient Arabian Cattle Cult, Jabal and Genesis | ArmstrongInstitute.org, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://armstronginstitute.org/346-ancient-arabian-cattle-cult-jabal-and-genesis 

89.​Jabal Tent Dweller – Amazing Bible Timeline with World History, accessed August 
12, 2025, https://amazingbibletimeline.com/blog/jabal-tent-dweller/ 

90.​Mount Simeon District, Aleppo Governorate, Syria - Mindat, accessed August 12, 
2025, https://www.mindat.org/loc-342001.html 

91.​Galerie Semaan, Mohafazat Mont-Liban, Lebanon - Mindat, accessed August 12, 
2025, https://www.mindat.org/feature-7838980.html 

92.​Saint Simeon “the Ancient” of Mount Sinai - Orthodox Church in America, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/01/26/100323-saint-simeon-the-ancient-of
-mount-sinai 

93.​Mount Qasioun: The 'holy mountain' of Damascus | Middle East Eye, accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/discover/syria-damascus-qasioun-holy-mountain 

https://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/mount-lillian
https://store.steampowered.com/news/posts/?feed=steam_community_announcements&appids=736220&enddate=1719507979
https://store.steampowered.com/news/posts/?feed=steam_community_announcements&appids=736220&enddate=1719507979
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunung_Leuser_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semaan
https://www.jessicarahhal.com/exploring-the-spiritual-haven-of-der-mar-semaan/
https://www.jessicarahhal.com/exploring-the-spiritual-haven-of-der-mar-semaan/
https://www.bamleb.com/explore/museums/lebanese-heritage-museum
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZRF-3FX/semaan-hanna-semaan-1876-1949
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZRF-3FX/semaan-hanna-semaan-1876-1949
https://biblepics.co/bible/biblical-figures/jabal/?lang=en
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/jabal
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/jabal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jabal_(Bible)
https://huwhumphreys.wordpress.com/2015/05/04/jabal-jubal-and-tubal-cain/
https://armstronginstitute.org/346-ancient-arabian-cattle-cult-jabal-and-genesis
https://amazingbibletimeline.com/blog/jabal-tent-dweller/
https://www.mindat.org/loc-342001.html
https://www.mindat.org/feature-7838980.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/01/26/100323-saint-simeon-the-ancient-of-mount-sinai
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/01/26/100323-saint-simeon-the-ancient-of-mount-sinai
https://www.middleeasteye.net/discover/syria-damascus-qasioun-holy-mountain


94.​Church of Saint Simeon Stylites | Archiqoo, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://archiqoo.com/locations/church_of_saint_simeon_stylites.php 

95.​Timeless Tales: Folktales told by Syrian refugees | Hakaya, accessed August 12, 
2025, http://hakaya.org/en/timeless-tales-folktales-told-by-syrian-refugees/ 

96.​Church of Saint Simeon Stylites / Qalaat Semaan / Deir Semaan (Syria) - 
TRAVELLERS' VIEWS - Places – Monuments – People Southeastern Europe – 
Eastern Mediterranean – Greece – Asia Minor – Southern Italy, 15th -20th century 
- TRAVELOGUES, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://eng.travelogues.gr/tag.php?view=13473 

97.​thekurdishproject.org, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-map/syrian-kurdistan/afrin-syria/#:~:text=
Afrin%20History,Principality%20of%20Antioch%20took%20control. 

98.​Afrin (Afrîn / Efrîn‎) - Co-operation in Mesopotamia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://mesopotamia.coop/cities/afrin/ 

99.​Afrin (Oxymetazoline): Uses, Side Effects, FAQs & More - GoodRx, accessed 
August 12, 2025, https://www.goodrx.com/oxymetazoline/what-is 

100.​ Afrin Nasal Spray Severe Congestion Maximum Strength - 0.5 Fl. Oz. - 
jewelosco, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.jewelosco.com/shop/product-details.960143593.html 

101.​ Afrin Uses, Side Effects & Warnings - Drugs.com, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.drugs.com/mtm/afrin.html 

102.​ Afrin Congestion Relief Nasal Spray Oxymetazoline HCl, 20 mL - Dillons Food 
Stores, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.dillons.com/p/afrin-congestion-relief-nasal-spray-oxymetazoline-hcl
/0004110085457 

103.​ Afrin Severe Congestion Nasal Spray - 0.5 fl oz - Walgreens, accessed August 
12, 2025, 
https://www.walgreens.com/store/c/afrin-severe-congestion-nasal-spray/ID=prod
6328426-product 

104.​ The Luwian Title of the Great King - OpenEdition Books, accessed August 12, 
2025, https://books.openedition.org/ifeagd/3452 

105.​ (PDF) “Initial-a-final”, Luwian low vowels, and language contact in the 
Syro-Anatolian world, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/385208875_Initial-a-final_Luwian_low_v
owels_and_language_contact_in_the_Syro-Anatolian_world 

106.​ In the New Syria, Afrin's Kurds Are Forgotten - Kurdish Peace Institute, 
accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.kurdishpeace.org/research/kpi-qamishlo/in-the-new-syria-afrins-kur
ds-feel-forgotten/ 

107.​ Timeline: The Kurds' Long Struggle With Statelessness - Council on Foreign 
Relations, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/kurds-long-struggle-statelessness 

108.​ Chapter 24 - Jezira Tertiary Limestone Aquifer System - Inventory of Shared 
Water Resources in Western Asia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://waterinventory.org/sites/waterinventory.org/files/chapters/Chapter-24-Jez

https://archiqoo.com/locations/church_of_saint_simeon_stylites.php
http://hakaya.org/en/timeless-tales-folktales-told-by-syrian-refugees/
https://eng.travelogues.gr/tag.php?view=13473
https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-map/syrian-kurdistan/afrin-syria/#:~:text=Afrin%20History,Principality%20of%20Antioch%20took%20control.
https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-map/syrian-kurdistan/afrin-syria/#:~:text=Afrin%20History,Principality%20of%20Antioch%20took%20control.
https://mesopotamia.coop/cities/afrin/
https://www.goodrx.com/oxymetazoline/what-is
https://www.jewelosco.com/shop/product-details.960143593.html
https://www.drugs.com/mtm/afrin.html
https://www.dillons.com/p/afrin-congestion-relief-nasal-spray-oxymetazoline-hcl/0004110085457
https://www.dillons.com/p/afrin-congestion-relief-nasal-spray-oxymetazoline-hcl/0004110085457
https://www.walgreens.com/store/c/afrin-severe-congestion-nasal-spray/ID=prod6328426-product
https://www.walgreens.com/store/c/afrin-severe-congestion-nasal-spray/ID=prod6328426-product
https://books.openedition.org/ifeagd/3452
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/385208875_Initial-a-final_Luwian_low_vowels_and_language_contact_in_the_Syro-Anatolian_world
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/385208875_Initial-a-final_Luwian_low_vowels_and_language_contact_in_the_Syro-Anatolian_world
https://www.kurdishpeace.org/research/kpi-qamishlo/in-the-new-syria-afrins-kurds-feel-forgotten/
https://www.kurdishpeace.org/research/kpi-qamishlo/in-the-new-syria-afrins-kurds-feel-forgotten/
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/kurds-long-struggle-statelessness
https://waterinventory.org/sites/waterinventory.org/files/chapters/Chapter-24-Jezira-Tertiary-Limestone-Aquifer-System-web.pdf


ira-Tertiary-Limestone-Aquifer-System-web.pdf 
109.​ Major tectonic elements and geological setting of northwestern Syria. | 

Download Scientific Diagram - ResearchGate, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Major-tectonic-elements-and-geological-se
tting-of-northwestern-Syria_fig1_344167299 

110.​ Luwili: Luwian Religious Discourse Between Anatolia and Syria | ANR, accessed 
August 12, 2025, https://anr.fr/Project-ANR-17-FRAL-0007 

111.​ EUROPEAN TRAVELERS AND EXPLORERS ON THE SILK ROAD - Facts and 
Details, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://factsanddetails.com/china/cat2/4sub8/entry-4286.html 

112.​ Aleppo, the disappearing memory of the Silk Roads - UNESCO, accessed 
August 12, 2025, 
https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/aleppo-disappearing-memory-silk-roads 

113.​ Kurd | Syria, Language, Map, Women, Turkey, Iraq, Iran, History, & Culture | 
Britannica, accessed August 12, 2025, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kurd 

114.​ Kurds in Syria - Wikiwand, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Kurds_in_Syria 

115.​ Dictionary | Kurdish Definition & Meaning | Online Etymology Dictionary | 
Ferhenga Kurdî | Kürtçe Sözlük, accessed August 12, 2025, https://kurdayety.com/ 

116.​ SIM 3428 pamphlet: Geologic Map of the Northern Harrat Rahat Volcanic 
Field, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - USGS Publications Warehouse, accessed August 
12, 2025, https://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3428/sim3428_pamphlet.pdf 

117.​ Jabal Sis - keybiodiversityareas.org, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/8312 

118.​ Syrian Coastal Mountain Range - Wikipedia, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrian_Coastal_Mountain_Range 

119.​ Tectonic and Geologic Evolution of Syria - ResearchGate, accessed August 12, 
2025, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/252322324_Tectonic_and_Geologic_Ev
olution_of_Syria 

120.​ Landscapes of production in Late Antiquity: wineries in the Jebel al-'Arab and 
Limestone Massif - Presses de l'Ifpo - OpenEdition Books, accessed August 12, 
2025, https://books.openedition.org/ifpo/2886 

121.​ Preparatory assistance for the inscription of the Ancient Villages of Northern 
Syria, Syrian Arab Republic - UNESCO World Heritage Centre, accessed August 
12, 2025, https://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/27/ 

122.​ Deir Samaan - BibleWalks 500+ sites, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.biblewalks.com/deirsamaan/ 

123.​ The Life of St. Simeon Stylites: A Translation of the Syriac Text in Bedjan's Acta 
Martyrum et Sanctorum, Vol. IV. Journal of the American Oriental Society 35 
(1915) pp.103-111. Introduction., accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.tertullian.org/fathers/simeon_stylites_vita_00_intro.htm 

124.​ kurdestan history - گشت اوژن , accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ozhangasht.com/en/tourism-magazine/domestic-tourism-magazine/
kurdestan-history 

https://waterinventory.org/sites/waterinventory.org/files/chapters/Chapter-24-Jezira-Tertiary-Limestone-Aquifer-System-web.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Major-tectonic-elements-and-geological-setting-of-northwestern-Syria_fig1_344167299
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Major-tectonic-elements-and-geological-setting-of-northwestern-Syria_fig1_344167299
https://anr.fr/Project-ANR-17-FRAL-0007
https://factsanddetails.com/china/cat2/4sub8/entry-4286.html
https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/aleppo-disappearing-memory-silk-roads
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kurd
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Kurds_in_Syria
https://kurdayety.com/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3428/sim3428_pamphlet.pdf
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/8312
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrian_Coastal_Mountain_Range
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/252322324_Tectonic_and_Geologic_Evolution_of_Syria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/252322324_Tectonic_and_Geologic_Evolution_of_Syria
https://books.openedition.org/ifpo/2886
https://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/27/
https://www.biblewalks.com/deirsamaan/
https://www.tertullian.org/fathers/simeon_stylites_vita_00_intro.htm
https://www.ozhangasht.com/en/tourism-magazine/domestic-tourism-magazine/kurdestan-history
https://www.ozhangasht.com/en/tourism-magazine/domestic-tourism-magazine/kurdestan-history


125.​ THE KURDS | Ecoi.net, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1262738/90_1447760239_bfa-regiones-et-res-p
ublicae-the-kurds-2015.pdf 

126.​ Gertrude Bell's Turkey: Retracing the English explorer's route - Wanderlust 
Magazine, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://www.wanderlustmagazine.com/inspiration/in-the-shadow-of-gertrude-be
ll/ 

127.​ Syria and Mesopotamia illustrating the travels of Dr Max Freiherr von 
Oppenheim, 1893, accessed August 12, 2025, 
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C2697584 

https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1262738/90_1447760239_bfa-regiones-et-res-publicae-the-kurds-2015.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1262738/90_1447760239_bfa-regiones-et-res-publicae-the-kurds-2015.pdf
https://www.wanderlustmagazine.com/inspiration/in-the-shadow-of-gertrude-bell/
https://www.wanderlustmagazine.com/inspiration/in-the-shadow-of-gertrude-bell/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C2697584

	The Mountain of the Stylite: A Comprehensive History of Mount Lelun (Jabal Sim'an) Before 2010 
	Introduction: Defining the Mountain of Many Names 
	Part I: The Deep Past - Land, Gods, and Early Empires 
	Chapter 1: The Geological Foundation: A Landscape of Limestone and Faults 
	Chapter 2: Echoes of a Lost World: Syriemys lelunensis 
	Chapter 3: The Age of City-States and Empires: Ain Dara and the Luwians 

	Part II: The Classical and Byzantine Apex - Pillar of Faith 
	Chapter 4: From Beroea to Byzantium: The Roman Peace 
	Chapter 5: The Stylite of Telanissa: Saint Simeon 
	Chapter 6: The Fortress of Simeon (Qala'at Semaan): An Imperial Pilgrimage Center 

	Part III: Medieval Transformations and Enduring Traditions 
	Chapter 7: The Kurd-Dagh in the Islamic and Ottoman Eras 
	Chapter 8: The People of the Mountain: A Tapestry of Tribes and Faiths 
	Chapter 9: The Sacred Olive: The Green Gold of Afrin 

	Part IV: The Modern Era - Rediscovery and Redefinition (to 2009) 
	Chapter 10: The European Gaze: Travelers and Archaeologists 
	Chapter 11: A Contested Frontier: Borders, States, and Identity (1918-2009) 

	Conclusion: A Palimpsest in Stone 
	Works Cited 
	Works cited 



